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Today’s opening contains 5,393 pages of Presidential records from the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library concerning Judge John G. Roberts.  These documents are from 34 folders of Staff Member Office Files of John Roberts identified by Democratic members of the Senate Judiciary Committee as files of particular interest.  478 pages have been withheld from these folders under FOIA exemptions.  

In the context of the President’s nomination of Judge Roberts to the Supreme Court, the Reagan Library received numerous requests for expedited access to records.  The Library then began arranging and processing 46,115 pages of records for public disclosure (i.e., transferring the records into acid-free folders and archival boxes and reviewing them page-by-page for applicable FOIA restrictions).  This process would normally take three to six months to complete; the Reagan Library completed it in a little over two weeks, by working 12-15 hour days, seven days a week.  (Further preparations are being undertaken for public release of the remaining records, which will occur as soon as possible.)

Of the materials scheduled to be opened today, the Reagan Library has been unable to locate one folder entitled “Affirmative Action Correspondence” from the Staff Member Office Files of John Roberts.  The folder was previously reviewed in mid-July by Administration officials at the Reagan Library, and then returned to Library staff.  The Library staff then appears to have misplaced the folder in the course of re-filing.  Documentation from this previous review indicates that the folder contained a one page memo from Roberts and related documents, addressing how to respond to a letter to the President complaining that a proposed Executive Order would roll back affirmative action.  The Library has been able to locate copies of that memo and other related documents in other open files on John Roberts, which are attached.  To the best of our knowledge we have been able to provide the contents of that folder through this reconstruction.  The Library is continuing to search for the misplaced folder and its contents, and will make it available immediately, if it is located.   
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