




March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. Fort: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Garth F. Fort 
800 North Lindbergh Boulevard 
St. Louis, Missouri 63167 
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GARTH F. FORT 
800 NORTH LINDBERGH BOULEVARD 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63167 

March 4, 1987 

The Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Baker, 

Last Friday was a great day. The day started with a breakfast 
meeting with our senior senator from Missouri, Senator John 
Danforth, and wound up with news that you had accepted the 
position as Chief of Staff. Outstanding news for the country! I 
join the President and the myriads of others who know that you 
are the best man for the job. 

Born, raised and having lived most of my life in Nashville, 
Tennessee, I have taken vicarious pride in your leadership since 
watching the returns back in 1966 when you were elected senator. 
If memory serves me right, the late returns from Memphis ensured 
your victory. In years since then, the story has remained constant 
.... a man of integrity, the master of compromise, a man with the 
best interest of the people and the country always in mind, a clear 
thinker that works for solutions. These are the traits that are 
needed to meet the challenges that face the President and lOOth 
Congress. We cannot wait two years for solutions to arms negotia­
tion, the budget deficit, and the trade deficit, to name just a few. 

I have been living in the "Show Me" state since 1974, but I have 
not lost the Tennessee "Volunteer Spirit." I am with you 100% 
pulling for your total success. May God be with you. 

Sincerely, 

lf~· 
Garth F. Fort 

GFF/ph 

Attachment 
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sT.Ldt11st P8$T·Qt~e•teH 

::Baker Could-l:lu~ 
:/flie Pieces Together 
; -.. , : ;·.~· 

WASHINGTON . :.,ri picking How.ard ·Baker of Tennessee to be :hiS 
• White House chief of staff, ?resident Reagan., 
-~. may even have chosen ms successor. This may. 
be saying tpo much, but if members of the Con-

. gre'ss had the power to appoint the .Politician fieSt 
gmrnfied to· .be the next president of the United 
States, they would probably choose the little n:!!!l 
from Tennessee. . 
• "lVfl!cn wnr depend on how Reagan reacts to the 
fair and judicious but severely critical report of the 

. Tuwer Commission's findings on his misjudgments 
of.the Iranian arms deal.. · · · ' 
'":iH'E! has acted. wisely ·and quickly in replacing 
non Regan with Baker as soon as the report wai; 
published, and when Reagan addresses the nation 
we will learn whether he intends to let Baker be 
·Bii.l{er or expects him to follow Regan's policy of . 
-~'fting Reagan be Reagan. · . · . . · 
· ;Jl-the president really wants to get· on to the 
-p_~oh1ems of the future with non~partisan support in 
-h1s next two years, as he says, Baker can ·help in 
· :Wii'at obvioilsly will be a most ciiftlcult task. . 
·,;,]'.here has always been someth~ng fantastic Mi:I 
·eiraggerated about the Reagan-Regan White.House. 
Fill: Reagan evei'ythin~ see~ed:.true but.th'e fiicts, .. 
·and· Regan egged him on. Reagan tried to balance · 
tQ.e-budget by cutting taxeS, and bring {>eace -on 

: Earth. by invading the stars.· · · · 

\ 

·· · Baker is above all a practical man, more· con­
::cerned with the public trust than with .p_Jfillic opin.~ .. 
;,on, with building coalitions across parcylfues tliini 
•.WitQ.·ideology or even partisan advantage. - · .· · 
:: NO doubt this will trouble the right-wing zealots 
~il?".llis party who concentrate on cutting taxes and., 
:bilSliing communists. Baker wili want to .know if 
~~olicies work. . . . ·· 
.. This will take him. right out of the presidential · 

· 'hice for the foreseeable future, for. he will have· to 
·serap whatever political organization he now !!as, 
·and' concentrate on his White House job. , · 
·~:Ifut if he does that job between now and the 
'P,Outical nominating convention, much may 
·:cli'<lnge. \ 
· ";JJ:Serhaps the most important function of a public 
"servant in a free and democratic society is tO pre- ·. 
serve its oneness while guiding the ',battles that 

· :divtde it. 
-.~ 'l;laker is qualified to do this, gathering trust be­
·dfuse he gives it arid working through the tangles 
·(}rgovernment becalise he believes in it· 
· '~:He has been ·in eclipse since he resigned· as 
·Republican leader of the Se!J.atf,l, but he nqw wUI be 
'.a5)i:iuch in the limelight as he ch6ose$ to be. · ... 
· ·'JJe has good personal relations with Secretary: of 
State George Shultz, whose job he once coveted; 
aoo, with the support of the president and the 
Congressional lead~rs. he may eveff be able to put 
Humpty Dumpty back together again. · . · · 
. He 11'.as beeq summoned in this cr~is because he 

cajl•be a restorer of order and serenity after years 
ot:-i{leological turmoil and faction. If he succeeds in 
thi$'.assigriment, or even if. he makes a difference 
tliai is visible to the people; he could be dratted for · 
hj~qer service as Gen. Eisenhower was in 1952 . 
. .. Mter all, the competition is not all that formida­
ble Jn either party. Reag!l_n will not be in the race, 
an{! maybe by then even Iran will be no more than· 
a$,hameful memory. ' 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. Hammer: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Leonard M. Hammer 
44 Lake Henry Drive 
Lake Placid, FL 33852 
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Mr. Howard Baker 
Chief of·Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

44 Lake Henry Drive 
Lake Placid, FL 33852 
March 5, 1987 

Please accept this as a letter from a lifelong Democrat who never cast a 

ballot in favor of a Republican for President of the United States. 

Ever since you resigned from the Senate to (I thought) make a run for the 

Presidency in 1988, I felt I was finally about to break that string which 

dates all the way back to FDR's successful try for an unprecedented third 

term back in 1940. 

But now you've deprived me of making the switch and voting for a Republican 

for President .by accepting an appointment as Ronald Reagan's Chief of Sbaff. 

Frankly, I don't understand why that will keep you from running two years 

hence. Maybe if you get enough letters like this you'll change your 

mind and run. 

I hope so. I feel certain that many others who have observed you and read 

about you over the years feel as do I -- and would like to cast their 

ballots for Howard Baker for President in 1988! 

f~ 
Leona.rd M. 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. Mixtacki: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 
,;, 

Sinc~rely, 
' 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the Pr~sident 

Mr. Steven B. Mixtacki 
18 Oak Glen Court 
Madison, WI 53717 
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Mr. Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

c§tE.aen !B. dli(ixtacki 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

1 8 OAK GLEN COURT 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 53717 

Mar.ch 5, 1987 

I was extremely pleased when told in the news you had agreed 
to accept the Chief of Staff position. Long a fan of yours, 
I believe you are exactly who the country needs to assist in 
its management at this time. While not a reasonable expectation 
to expect a 76 year old President to change his management style; 
it .is reasonable to hope that someon~ with your considerable 
skills can assist in restoring organization and vibrancy to 
what has generally been an ·effective Presidential term. 

The reason for this letter goes beyond wanting to see the 
Iran-arms issue behind us. At age 32, I would like to witness 
in my lifetime the successful completion of a Presidential term. 
Too young to recall Eisenhower, I've seen Kennedy assassinated, 
Johnson brought down by Vietnam,· Nixon thrown out by Watergate, 
Ford unable.to get elected, and Carter regarded as ineffective. 

The country needs to see a President see a 
to a successful conclusion. .As I see it, you have 
into a position which will play a large part in 
success is achieved. May every good fortune favor 
begin that role in this key position. 

Very truly yours, 

Steven B. Mixtacki, CPA 

SBM/ms 

term through 
been thrust 
whether that 
you as you 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. Basler: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Wayne G. Basler 
AFG Industries, Inc. 
Post Office Box 929 
Kingsport, TN 37662 
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March 3, 1987 

The Honorable Howard Baker 
Chief of Staff to the President 
The White House Off ice 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Baker: 

WAYNE G. BASLER 

PRESIDENT 

When the word was out that some potential presidential candidates 
would not find it possible to. come. to President Reagan's assis­
tance, my comment to friends was, ."Howard Baker will have his 
priorities correct." Needless to say, I was very happy to see in 
the news that you have stepped in where there is an apparent need. 

In my opinion, a better man could not be found and you will make a 
very important contribution to this country. I hope that you will 
still retain an interest in the presidency in the future. 

I had planned to write you to thank you for the signed copy of 
your book, "Howard Baker's Washington," but instead am writing 
this letter of congratulations. 

I am sure you will make a big difference in the next two years and 
wish you the best in your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

WGB:zc 

AFG Industries Inc. 
CORPORATE OFFICE -P. 0. BOX 929; KINGSPORT, TENNESSEE 37662, (615) 229- 7200 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Wiseman: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. and Mrs. Hatley Wiseman 
4644 East Highway 34 
Sharpsburg, GA 30277 
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March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. Kinne: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Robert E. Kinne 
Associates Corporation of 

North America 
Post Office Box 660237 
Dallas, Texas 75266-0237 

HHB/SW/WJB/jfcf 
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HANGAR: 214·357•0474 
...,........,__ RES: 214·596·8936 

MOBILE: 214·850·8246 

BOB KINNE 
AVIATION MANAGER 

ASSOCIATES CORPORATION OF NORTH AMERICA 

tA TEXAS CORPORATIONI 

P.O. BOX 660237. DALLAS. TEXAS 75266·0237 
A GULF+WESTERN COMPANY 

The Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Senator Baker: 

March 2, 1987 

I offer my sincere congratulations for your selection and 
acceptance as Chief of Staff for President Reagan. 

I have always been a great admirer of yours. It was a 
great thrill for me back in 1977 to have spent a couple 
of days with you and Mrs. Baker (attached letter 11-29-77). 

,My, how time flies when· you're having fun! 

Your acceptance of the challenge during this critical 
period is an unparralleled display of patriotic courage 
and devotion to our great nation. Those involved with 
you in this decision were certainly inspired. You have 
my full support, prayers and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Robert E. Kinne 

REK:pd 

Attachment 
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HOWARD H. BAKER, .JR. 

TENNESSEE 

Dear Bob: 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 

November 29, 1977 

= 

I appreciate the many courtesies extended to me recently 
during my trip to Pascagoula, Mississippi. -~-·-""---·- · 

The first time you are in Washington, I trust you will 
have an opportunity to drop by the office for a visit. Please 
give Ron McMahan a call at 224-4944, and he will be more 
than happy to arrange a mutually-convenient time. 

Best wishes, 

Mr. Bob Kinne 
Aviation Department 
The Brandon Company 
Post Office Box 2766 
Laurel, Mississippi 39440 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Mrs. Panciera: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mrs. Ray Panciera 
89 Grant Avenue 
Stafford Springs, CT 06076 
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March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. Butterworth: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. Frederick H. Butterworth 
67 Davenport Terrace 
Taunton, MA 02780 
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87 DAVENPORT TERRACE 

; TAUNTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02780 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Mr. McAllister: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mr. John A. McAllister 
1437 Coble Avenue 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 
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JOHN A. McALLISTER 
1437 COBLE AVE. 

HACIENDA HEIGHTS, CA 91745 

#OWl/~o #. Bl/Kc~ g~. 
CHIEF OF STAFF TO THc ?~cSIDcNT 
THc WHITE HOUSE 
WllS#IN<iTON, o.C. 

Oean lenaton Baken: 

ThLll NatLon hall been bLe1111ed wLth ~neat 
men who cneated, pne11enved and penpetuated 
the concept11 and LnlltLtutLon11 whLch have 
made Lt 110 11tnon~ and yet 110 /na~LLe. 

You have been caLLed on to 11aLva~e the 
LnlltLtutLon o/ the ?11.e11Ldency whLch ha11 
6-e-en--4-eN-e 1teL :!- 4.af!l:f1.ff;ed- d u-11_-i::.n;;- · /1. ec en t: t Lme.11 ,­
I know that ~ou ane capable o~ that awe-
11ome ta11kj 1, and mLLLLon11 o/ othen 
llmenLcan11 WLllh ~ou weLL, and extend oun 
11uppont to 11u11taLn ~ou Ln the tn~Ln~ 
tLmell ahead. · 

You wLLL, I have no doubt, 11ucceed Ln 
accompLLllhLn~ the vLtaL ~oaL11 o/ the 
chaLLan~e whLch ~ou have 110 noble~ 
accepted.. 

~~ hL~he11t ne~and11 and 
be11t WL11he11. 

SLnceneL~, i 

\\~ 0 _)JJ. ( ~ 
Gahn II. ~cl/LLL11ten 



March 16, 1987 

Dear Ms. Harris: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Ms. Karen Harris 
Rural Delivery 2, Box 457D 
Belle Vernon, PA 15012 
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March 16, 1987 

Dear Ms. Bennett: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Ms. Nann Bennett 
7710 East Palm Lane 
Scottsdale, AZ 85257 
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March 16, 1987 

Dear Mrs. Testa: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Mrs. Alice Croner Testa 
Apartment 412 
959 North Palm Avenue 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
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March 16, 1987 

Dear Ms. Flagg: 

Thank you for your kind message. I 
appreciate your warm words of support 
and confidence. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 

Ms. Christina D. Flagg 
4108 Northwest 33rd Place 
Gainesville, FL 32606 
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CHRISTINA D. FLAGG 

4108 N.W. 33RD PL. 

GAINESVILLE, FL. 32606 

.8/sft11 


