














March 13, 1987

MEMAOADRANNTTM

TO: White House Chief of Staff
The Honorable Howard Baker

National Security Adviser
The Honorable Frank Carlucc’

FROM: Ambassador Max M, Kampe]mggi MA

SUBJECT: The Congress and SDI Negotiations

The decision that we speak with one voice on this
issue and that the voice should be your joint voice is
a good one. I will move out of the picture except to the
extent that you invite me or where you feel I can be of
assistance.

Since returning from Geneva a week ago, I have met with
a number of Members of Congress, including a lunch today
with Tom Foley, the new head of the House Observer Group.
Let me summarize my ' 1pressions and recommendatior

We must, of course, talk to, and deal with, the
leadership. The Arms Control Observer Groups in both IHouses
could be a good instrument for the¢ 2> exchanges. It will be
more difficult to work out an arrangement with the Hou :
than with the Scnate. Jim Wright is not an easy person to
work with and is increasingly partisan. He is also
responsive to the growing "leftist" str 1gth among the
House Democrats. He can, however, be reached by arguments
outlining the clear national security implications of a given
course of action and when he can overcome his suspicions that
the White House 1is 2eking partisan advantage. Tom Foley
reports that the Nouse leadership, including the whip organi-
zation, is currently negative about the "deal" idea, particularly
after Sam Nunn's speech. They have ABM and SDI amendments i

the works, and be¢**z2ve theyv have the votes. Many are raring
to go. However, Foley believes the current negativism can be
overcome with a vigorous effort. The Republican leadership,

knowing the realities of the voting balance, would welcome
a peaceful resolution of the i sue, even if it is only in the
form of a temporary truce.
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