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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1988 

Dear Fritz: 

Following up on our conversation last evening at Jim Abner's 
event in the Caucus Room, I wanted you to know what has been done 
on Dr. Medenica's behalf. 

Last Friday in the Cabinet Room of The White House, Rudolf Perina 
the NSC Director responsible for Eastern Europe drew aside Dusan 
Strbac the Assistant Secretary responsible for North America in 
the Yugoslav Foreign Ministry. Our man informed Strbac that you 
and others in the Congress remain very concerned about the 
Medenica case and have urged that some resolution of it be found. 
Mr. Strbac stated that the matter was very difficult because the 
case has gone through the courts and is well-known publicly in 
Yugoslavia. Further, Mr. Strbac indicated that it was unlikely 
that there would be any change in the position of the Yugoslavs 
in the Medenica affair. 

Fritz, I know this is not a very encouraging reply, I simply 
wanted to make sure that you were fully current with regard to 
our efforts on behalf of Dr. Medenica. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Ernest F. Hollings 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1988 

Dear Strom: 

I know of your continuing interest in Dr. Rajko Medenica from our 
meeting last fall and other correspondence that you have forward
ed to me on behalf of Dr. Medenica. I want you to know of our 
recent efforts on his behalf. 

Last Friday in the Cabinet Room of The White House, Rudolf Perina 
the NSC Director responsible for Eastern Europe drew aside Dusan 
Strbac the Assistant Secretary responsible for North America in 
the Yugoslav Foreign Ministry. Our man informed Strbac that you 
and others in the Congress remain very concerned about the 
Medenica case and have urged that some resolution of it be found. 
Mr. Strbac stated that the matter was very difficult because the 
case has gone through the courts and is well-known publicly in 

- Yugoslavia. Further, Mr. Strbac indicated that it was unlikely 
that there would be any change in the position of the Yugoslavs 
in the Medenica affair. 

Strom, I know this is not a very encouraging report, I simply 
wanted to make sure that you were fully current with regard to 
our efforts on behalf of Dr. Medenica. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

r H. Baker, Jr. 
Staff to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTON 

May 9, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAF~ 1 
FROM: COLIN L. POWELL ~ 
SUBJECT: Dr. Rajko Medenica 

In response to the request to you from Senator Hollings, our NSC 
Director responsible for Eastern Europe (Rudolf Perina) drew 
aside Dusan Strbac, Assistant Secretary responsible for North 
America in the Yugoslav Foreign Ministry, who accompanied 
President Vrhovec to the meeting with the President. 

Perina told Strbac that members of Congress, including Senator 
Hollings, remained very concerned about the Medenica case and 
wished to know if some resolution of it could be found. Strbac 
responded that the matter was very difficult because the case had 
gone to the courts and was well-known publicly in Yugoslavia. 
Dropping the case, or dropping the charges, could not be 
justified in the Yugoslav legal system any more than in the 
American legal system. 

Perina said he was not recommending any specific course of action 
such as dropping charges, but rather that he was conveying to the 
Yugoslavs continued Congressional interest in this matter and 
inquiries on where it stood. Strbac indicated that there had 
been no change in where it stood. 

You may wish to give Senator Hollings a call to tell him that we 
did raise this with Vrhovec's delegation but did not receive any 
encouraging reply. 

cc: Arthur B. Culvahouse, Jr. 
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The Depart nt belaevea that tbere .La no cnance tne Yuqoalav 
Govern•ont would &9tee to ~rant a.fe paaaaqe to oc . Meden1cA to 
attend a ••dical. conference in 'tUQOSlavia . toe tn~ lullow1nq 
reaaona z 

-- In & h i9hly publici zed action. the 'tugosl.1 v ·,;over n .. nt 
1nd1cted.and tried Medenica for wholesale tc~ud aqainst tbe 
state health service. sentencinq hi• to ~u yeaca 1n prison 
and peraanent loaa of hla .edical licenae . It alao baa 
for•ally requested his eatra41tion fro• both tne u.s. and 
Svlt•erland (where aiailar charges are pendinq aqainat h!at. 

-- Tne case alao ia very aonaitive in Yuqoalav1a . Many 
high Yugoslav official• vere iaplicated , and any ~O't action 
on Medonica ' a behalf would be attacked publicly aa a 
COY t•up . 

-- The Yugoslavs und ratand tbat the Ked n1ca case ia 
politically aenaitive in the u.s. , and tnua have refrained 
fro• pceaoin~ it w1tn ua . Th y know that Meden1ca ia well 
eotabliahed here and that it ia hiqhly unlikely we will 
move on thoir extradition reques t . · 

--However. the Yuqoalava would view .a request to q1ve 
ModoniC& free VA&Sage Wlthin Dd fCOII YU\j0814Via aa 
tanta ount to a vublic d cl ration that we w1Ll not =ave on 
the caae. 

-- The Oop rtD nt b liovoa that the r aultinq puolicity 
would cr «te a aov re irritant in our b1latoral rol&tiona 
and j eopard ize future Judici 1 coopor tlon with the 
Yu9ool va on extradition, n rcotica control. and othoc 
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