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National Security Council: Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, 1987; 

Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, 1987-1989 

 

Biography 

Colin Luther Powell was born in the Harlem section of New York City on April 5, 1937. His 

parents were Jamaican immigrants who worked in the garment industry. Powell grew up primarily 

in New York’s South Bronx neighborhoods. He attended City College of New York, where he 

enjoyed success in the Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) program while earning a 

bachelor’s degree in geology. Upon graduating in 1958, he entered the Army as a second lieutenant, 

and served two years in West Germany. In 1963, he went to Vietnam for a one-year assignment as a 

military advisor. He then returned to the U.S., serving at Ft. Benning, Georgia and Ft. Leavenworth, 

Kansas.  

 

Powell rose steadily through the Army ranks, serving in various military and civilian posts, and 

taking on more education. He graduated from US Army Command College in 1968. He returned to 

Vietnam in 1969-70, and helped in the investigation of the My Lai massacre that had been carried 

out by U.S. troops. He then enrolled at George Washington University and earned an M.B.A. 

degree. In 1972 he won a White House fellowship position in OMB, where his duties included 

assisting OMB Director Caspar Weinberger and Weinberger’s assistant Frank Carlucci. In 

September 1973 he returned to active duty, with postings in South Korea and Fort Campbell, 

Kentucky. After a year attending the National War College, he was given command of the Second 

Brigade of the 101st Airborne Division at Fort Campbell. During the Carter Administration, he 

returned to Washington, and served in the Department of Energy and Department of Defense. 

 

Powell again resumed active duty in June 1981, with postings at Ft. Leavenworth and Ft. Carson, 

CO. He returned to the Defense Department in 1983, serving as the senior military advisor to 

Secretary of Defense Weinberger. In 1986, he left this position to become commander of the 

Army’s V Corps in Europe.  

 

Lieutenant General Powell joined the NSC staff in early 1987. He served as the chief assistant to 
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Mr. Carlucci, who had been named National Security Advisor in the wake of the Iran-Contra affair. 

In June, Powell gave a deposition about the Defense Department’s alleged role in Iran-Contra 

during the time that he had served under Secretary Weinberger. However, Powell was never 

implicated in any wrongdoing. He succeeded Carlucci as National Security Advisor in November 

1987, and held this position until the end of the Reagan Administration. During Powell’s time in the 

NSC, he advised Carlucci, President Reagan, and others in the Administration on all areas of 

foreign policy and arms control. He coordinated the advice given to Reagan for the summit 

meetings with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. He was also heavily involved in the 

Administration’s efforts in Central America. 

 

Powell was promoted to full General in April 1989. In October, President George Bush named him 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, making him the first African American and youngest person 

to hold this position. Powell gained public recognition during the Persian Gulf War of 1990-91. He 

became associated with the “Powell Doctrine,” under which military action should be taken only 

when there are clear objectives, a plausible exit strategy, and other well-delineated factors.  

 

Powell opposed President Clinton’s initial idea of allowing gays to serve openly in the military, but 

supported the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy that was implemented as a compromise. In September 

1993 he resigned as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, and retired from the Army. The following year, 

he joined former President Carter and Senator Sam Nunn on a peacekeeping expedition to Haiti, 

which resulted in a peaceful transition from military to civilian rule in that country. In 1995 he 

published his autobiography, An American Journey. Many thought that he would be a candidate for 

President in 1996, but he chose not to run. However, he did give a televised prime-time speech at 

the Republican National Convention. 

 

Powell served as Secretary of State from 2001 to 2004, under President George W. Bush. He 

supported Bush’s call for war against Iraq, appearing before the United Nations Security Council in 

2003 to present evidence of Iraqi “weapons of mass destruction” (WMD). In September 2004, he 

testified before Congress that the intelligence he had used in his U.N. presentation was “wrong,” 

and it was actually unlikely that Iraq had WMD stockpiles. 

 

In 2008, Powell crossed party lines to endorse Barack Obama for President. In 2010 he announced 

that he had changed his position on gays in the US military, and supported them serving openly in 

the armed forces. 
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Official Photos: January 1987-December 1987 A - 
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Chron - Official (1987) (1)-(14) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (01/01/1987-01/23/1897) 
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Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (01/24/1987-02/19/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (02/20/1987-04/09/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (04/10/1987-05/31/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (06/01/1987-07/09/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (07/10/1987-08/31/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (09/01/1987-10/20/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (10/21/1987-11/30/1987) 

Schedule – ROS (Powell) (Schedule) (12/01/1987-12/31/1987) 

Schedule Of ROS (Powell): January 1987-June 1987 (Calls) 

Schedule, President’s Daily (01/03/1987-02/22/1987) 

Schedule, President’s Daily (02/23/1987-05/10/1987) 

Schedule, President’s Daily (05/11/1987-07/19/1987) 

Schedule, President’s Daily (07/20/1987-10/11/1987) 

Schedule, President’s Daily (10/12/1987-01/04/1988) 

Schedule Vice President's Diary (January 1987-June 1987) 

NSC Calendars & Events 
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Carlucci, Frank (See Defense) 

Chron - Official I (January-June) (1)-(10) 

Chron - Official II (July-December) (1)-(11)  

Massie, Suzanne 

Memorandum for the Record (CLP) 

The President 

Schedule - ROS (Powell) (Schedule) 1988 

Schedule - ROS (Powell) (Calls) 1988 

Schedule – President’s Diary 1988 

Schedule - Vice President’s Diary 1988 

Strategy Meeting - Events and Opportunities for Remainder / Term 

Shultz, George (SecState) (1)(3) 

Webster, William (DCI) 

 


