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ACTION July 24, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR JANET COLSON
FROM: sn 11riey P

SUBJECT: Mr. Doan Van Toai

As advised in my memo to Dick Allen of April 14 (package
attached at Tab III), I do not believe we should encourage
any further correspondence with Mr. Toai. I have therefore
written to him on behalf of Ed Meese and Dick Allen, with
the hope that this will be the end of our exchange.

RECOMMENDATION: That my letter to Mr. Toai be dispatched
and that further correspondence from him be sent to the
State Department for dirict reply.

Approve j 'Q: - Disapprove
Attachments i \
Tab I Lilley 1ltr to Toai
IT Toai ltrs of July 4th

IIT Previous correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

T0o: Adm. Bud Nance

FROM: EDWIN OMAS
Assistant Counsellor
to the President

The attached was received by Edwin
Meese IIT and requires special handling
by your office and staff for response.

Please handle as appropriate and forward
a copy of your response with the in-
coming to Ellen Strichartz, Roor CEOB,
Ext 7489. 493

Thank you.






MEMORANDUM 1957
T NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL O
oz

May 26, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHERINE CAMALIER

FROM: ALLEN J. LENZ L ;/

SUBJECT : Correspondence with Mr. Doan Van Toail

In your letter of May 12, 1981, to Mr. Van Toai you stated
that Mr. Allen's staff would be in touch with him once they
had reviewed the meeting request.

Attached is a letter from Mr. Allen to Mr. Van Toai dated
April 20, 1981. As you can see, this letter responded to
Mr. Van Toai's March 30, 1981, letter to Mr. Baker.

The NSC staff recommends no further communication with
Mr. Van Toali.

Attachment

Letter to Mr. Van Toai from Mr. Allen, dated April 20, 1981

2545






FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC RE VIEW

Lot
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i defe

© _,Paris: Truong Nhu Tang, minister of jus~,
- . . tice in the former Provisional Revolution- .
> ary Government (PRG) of South Vietnam'
who fled to France last yearyis ready to-

lead a Committes-for National Salvation |

~ against what he calls Hanot’s totalitarian- |-

- ism. Tang;-who spenf)séveniyearsyas a-|
** - guerilla in the jungle untit1975, said? “For- |
. -the-moment we have only a standing com- -|*

mittee, of which I am-the spokesman; we:
are not yeét. active.™ He would not-say;-

q‘[xfanﬂg_ R

%" six-week tour of China. He had been invit=®
‘... ‘ed-by the: Chinese and by Hoang-Van-
_Hoan, another Viemamese defector now;
_in"Peking, a former member of the Viet:
_namese Comymumnist™ Party’s " Politburo }
- —“whose” flight “was revealed! by “the.
ReVIEW in July 1979: wh OO

< kS =

" " nese united front,” according to Tang, “is.
*-open to everybody opposed. to Hanoi's’
. dictatorship, without taking into account’
- their former positions.” He said the situa-
_tion is different from what it was before.
.~ 1975. *It is no more 2 foreign war — it is’
~" - now a problern- among Vietnamese, be-
- _tween those who stand for the dictatorship
- ,-of the proletariat and those who want a de-
" mocratic regime.” But Tang realises that_
. “ume is working for the present regimc .
- - and,in two generations; ‘there will be'no.
.. =more opposition possible.”. ¥ % 7/ =
‘2> Tang said bringing together so many re-'
.., fugee organizations — weakened by poli-”
-+« tical and personal rivalries = to build a
* credible ; movement ‘ready. to take over,
" from the “moribund groups in South Viet-' |
nam”™ will be difficult. He. k1§9WS very well §
_that' supporters *of " the ‘fofmer . United
"+ . States-supported Saigon regime are hard-
s ly likely to trust someone who fought with.
~-—~PRG forces. This is why hé wants to play’
- down ‘his relations: with- Hoan who, he
- .- says, is “very old, sick and has cut back nis

* activities a great deal.” . 1. e e
Nevertheless, during their talks in Pe-
king, the two Héfccrors — though from
very different backgrounds, tlie southern
bourgeols intelicctual o ihe one hand;,
ang._the “hardline _pro-Chinese ~ party.
member and one of the closest associates |
of late Vietnamese leader Ho Chi Minh on
Jhe other —-say they have achieved acom-
plete identity of views, especially on the
necessity of maintaining good-neighbour

C ’ - LE 3
~Tang recently returned-to Paris after-a-}

i %mmmmm@,smﬁén‘ﬁ
.-« the hirst anti-government movement to be |
- . :created since 1975, and the “first Viet-
“namese component of a future Indochi- |

g T

CLOTS Umie:

‘?biéil!bsidned revolutionaries prepare to Iaimch an iﬁéﬁrgenpii?
- and seek links in Indochina and heip from Washington -

-appear fopﬂclds?ly'asso&ated with Peking:

. hus policy, he says, is of independence and
* sovereignty,-0f “relying first on our own
- strength. Wéare seeking support through-

Natonal

out the worild;, from those who oppoce So-
viet: hegemonism . and ' hegémonism -in’
Southeast ‘Alsia, including by China.

‘BEE have.véry 'good relations with
i/ 1 & [former Kampuchean premier] Son
-are b : i Sann, the chairman of the Khmer People’s
; however; from which couniry helintends. |

Liberation Front, who was also

. in Peking at the turn of the year; with the
Kbmer Rouge: [Thiounn Mumm was
" Tang’s schoolmate and in the past had

contacts with Khmer Rouge leaders] lead-
" ers at the Kampuchean border, and with
- Prince Norodom Sihanouk,” said Tang. “I

met him in Peking last September; both of
“us are in the same situation, disilfusioned -

patriots;

"~ “Sihanouk-told me that he

“I. because we thought that our revolutionary
communist friends would be first of all

but, after the liberation, they.

£ Mardsin:
RS

CvE

remained the.

L eniie

wd

,;m,qsz Vietnamophile:of ‘all Khmers: He'
“tdld me that we must know how to'main-
.tain good relations with a powerful neigh-

“Bour as*Vietnam should bave done with

7 China.” Relations:are also"good:with the

Lao insurgents, from the southern right~

- wingers.to the pro-Chinese in the. north,-

and he claims Pathet Lao defectors are ac-
tive in the Savannakhetarea. He has in 4d-
dition established contacts with'the Front’
Uni Pour La Lutte Des Races Opprimées
which ‘is creating insecurity in the south
Vietnamese Central Highlands and “has’
sent a representative abroad.”~.. 7~ s
. Abridgehead wouldbe opéned in one of
those areas which afforded access to Viet-:
nam if possible overland, he said. Tang

-will send in cadres he has been training to

mount ““psychological  and military” war:*
fare.” But his tneans remain very limited

Peking.:

as he has not yet accepted aid offered by

Tang says he is the first non-communist °
|- Vietnamese opponent to strike a deal with

oY

the Chinese; moreover, his defection from
Ho Chi Minh City has shown that some -

former southern révolutionaries mightnot

be immune to anti-Hanoi Chinese propa-
ganda. However, at present the odds seem

still stacked heavily against Tang and- his”
small team of friends. ' [r R

~
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Truong Nhu Tang recenﬁly {nrmed’m
Paris a front called the National Salvation i
ouncil to eather all Vietnamese to fight
t%le current %fommumst retf,;ltmhe 12) E’r}gter;:;rr;.f
Nhu Tang, one @ e fous
'trhr: Olfllgtienal Liberation Front (Viet Cong)
and a former justice minister of the provi-
sional revolutionary gqvernment. fled the
country in a tiny boat in 1979. Tmoz}g Nhu
Tang says he feels sorrow about rps past
naivete and wishes to continue to fight for
the independence and freedom of‘ln; com-

_patriots. QYT -

relations with China; this is, said Tang, in
the interests of the two countries, but the
present Hanoi leadership has deviated
from that path. “We must re-establish
those relations and, for that, overthrow
the Hanoi leadership which conducts that
anti-Chinese policy.” | -
At the same time, Tang does not want to
34 sy

5

New York Times
‘Magazine / March 29, 1331

Listen to Truong Nhu Tang, 57 years
old, a founder of the N.L.F., former
Justice Minister of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government, more re-
cently one of the boat people. Tang es-
caped in November 1979 and is now liv-
ing in Paris. He told reporters of his ex-
perience in a news conference in Paris
in June 1980. Twelve years earlier, he
said, -when he had been jailed by the
Thieu regime for his Communist activi-
ties, his father came to visit. “Why,” hie
asked Tang, ‘“have you abandoned
everything — a good job, a rich family
— to join the Communists? Don’t you
know that the Communists will betray
you and persecute you, and when you fi-
nally understand, it will be too late to
wake up?” Tang, an intellectual, an-
swered his father: *“You would do bet-

ter to keep quiet and accept the sacri-
fice of one of your sons for democracy
and our country’s independence. .. .”
After the Tet offensive in 1968, Tang
was exchanged for three American
colonels who had been prisoners of war .
held by the Vietcong; then he vanished
into the jungle with the N.L.F. He had |
visited many Communist -and third-
world countries on behalf of the N.L.F.
during the war. Tang said in his news
conference: *‘] was well aware that the
N.L.F. was a Communist-dominated
national united front and 1 was naive
enough to believe that Ho Chi Minh and
his party would place national interests
above ideology and would place the in-
terest of the Vietnamese people above -
the party's. But the people and I were
wrong.” -
Truong Nhu Tang told of his own
knowledge of the way Communist rul-
"ing circles operate: “The Communists
are expert in the arts of seduction and
will go to any length to woo you over to
their side, as long as they don’t control
-the Government. But once they are in
power they suddenly become harsh, un-
grateful, cynical and brutal.”” Tang
summarized current conditions in Viet-
nam: ““The family is divided, society is
divided, even the party is divided.” an7




: and the justice minister of the Pro-

" fall as a simple boat person, feeling
- betrayed by the North Vietnamese

" Tormer comrades.
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Former Vietnam Revolutmnary
Denounces Commumst Reglmeé

By Thomas Kamm

PARIS, June 27 (IHT) — Truong .
Nhu Tang, a founding member of
the Communist-controlied Natioria) -
Liberation Front of South Vietnam

visional Revolutionary Govern-
ment, escaped from Vietnam last’

Communists and let down by his

Mr. Tang, 57, is, along with
Hoang Van Hoan, a former mem-
ber of the Politburo who defected to
China in 1979, the highest-ranking
to escape from Vietnam
“ammunist takeover.

Alms of Movement

Now, five years after the Com-
munists won the war, “liberated” 5 E
the South and reunified the coun- ,flf ;
try, Mr. Tang denounced them in

sought refuge from the “tyranny ;| §
and the totalitarianism™ of the cur-
rent Vietnamese regime, which he

N ‘ AP .
_ Truong Nhu Tnng P
luhuled “a servant of the Soviet Un-® 7 f vl

ion.’ ' the American mlcn‘vcnlmn and the

Mr. Tang's statements provide a.
striking example of the rift between
South Vietnamese nationalists and
the Communists, who at one time
fonght for the same cause. k

Mr. Tang joined the Natlonal
Ltberation f‘r

despousm of a’ Corcupt govern-
ment.” Hé said ‘the Communist-
controlled  Natignal Liberation
Fron(, which hecame the PRQ in
1969, was a nationalist movement
that intended to “build an inde-
ont {o “ﬁght ngamst !pcndcm democrauc, peaceful, neu-

S LS e

..J.,._.L.....L. bt h i

" repsons. §‘Wa knew that the obj

~ they wailted to seize power in the

Cinterest of the Communist ideolo- [
PRy :

117" Patrdotsm Doubted 535 450

This perception hay led national--,
ists like Mr. Tang to doubt ‘the pa-
7 triotism of Vietnamese Commurusts

(rnl and 'prosperous South Viet: ™ -

nnm before unifying the country © °  and their sincerity during the years :
“step by step ... on the basis of they supported the National Liber- .
discussions and agrecment bt.lwwnf% “ation Front and its military arm, ¢

LN

both 1.oncs without coercion by e1~ ¥ the Viet Cong. - g

ther side.™ ! “The Vietnamese CommuniMn
But 1Ius policy, repeatedly em- are professional seducers, full of at-;
phasized in the programs o?’ both tentions when they are not in pow-;
the National lecmuon Front and er,” said Mr. Tang. “Bul once lhch
the PRG and acknowledged by the L held power, they turned into insen- |
1973 Paris peace agrcemcnls, was T sitive, ungrateful, cymuxl snd brutal
“flouted by the Communists,” who human beings. %
used the rapid collapse of the |
Saigon regime in 1975 to “divert for i
its own profit a historic occasmn for
the Vielngmese people,” Mr. Tan “{1

ST

“1t -should be U([) ’lfJ lhc Viet-s
- namese people lo find their own
form of society that corresponds :

s

. politically, economically and social-:
said. r; to the soul of the country, lo {18
“l was convxmed lhal once wo :; . slate of dcvclopmvnt Instead, the -
had reghined independence, it" o Communjst Party wants to build a -
would be

ssible to cooperate with'sf  nation whose ambitions for power

the Communists in the conslrucuon & . go beyond the material and moral 3
of 8 genuinely democralic socu:ly . resources of the country .4 Viet- ;
he saxd ‘‘But they rushed the urufi- 'nnm] is the Asian Cuba: of Soviel ,i,’

catio

rroccss As time wenl by, | ahsionism.”

realized that the just cause of indeé-% e Soviet Union pours mmlary

pendence and liberty had beeén be- ; aid into Vietnam worth an estimat-;

trayed by the leaders of the Viet: : ed §3 million a duy Political ana-.4
. namese Communist Party. Instead lysh believe that Vietnam is an ex- -

of a policy of reconciliation and na- i
tional concord, they conducted a}
pohcy n[ vengeance and rcprc;s-—l
sion.” . . 2
Mr. T gbehcvcs lhal this pollcy
is motivated solely by ideolo lcalq

mllen( investment for - the Soviet
;Un on, gwm,ii the Russians the uw,!
‘of former U.8. military racnlmct ag ;1
gwcll as praviding them, with an lm~

! strgngth are ata low ebb.
But the conscqucnccs
nsm are seen as isolation from the”
: f rest of the world and hmnli(y
! lownrd Chmn

tive of the Communist Party was lOa_i o
seize pp}ﬁcr. But we thought that

interest of the people and not in the R s v

“portant strategic Lase in an area ,
“where U.S, influence and nuhuuy ;

“for Viet+ 3

facin

" working-class  Communism”’

- Geapolitical *Mistake®

“Vietnam no longer receives tech-
nical or financial belp, or even mor-
al su ‘orl from anyone save the So-
viet ? nion, and the Soviet Umon
alone cannot carry Vielnam on its
back forever,” continued Mr. Tung.
“Moreover, by opposing China,
Vietnam has commitied a geopoliti-
cal and historical mistake, because
no country can live in a state of hos-
tility toward China, with  which
Vietnam is condemned to e!crna!ly
share its border.”

He sees four basic conlmdxctmns
the Victnamese Comsunists:
deological. Vietnam is pursu-
ing a “Marxist-Leninist brand of
in a

. predominantly peasant country.

. boasted that it can

& Economic, “The pm‘:[y has

8ss direstly

" from a feudal and colonial society
"o & Communist one without pass-
- ing through u capitalist phase that

-would give them the necessary ma-
-terial and industrial bases.”

He esti-

- mated that Vietnam annually has a

- shortfall of between 2 and 3 million

tons of stuple foods.
@ Political. “The dxscrepancy be-

- tween the ambitious objectives and
_the very limited means has lted the

- leaders to commit serious sirategic
© and tactical errors.”

* Sounl The party-state is devel-
oping "2 class of corrupt hureau-

¢ crats that enlarges the Bap betweem

“cal

/ the parly and the people.”

The picture that emerged form
* Mr. Tang’s description is of a coun-
. 1y facing deep economic and politi-
rob ems whose only solution

" would be a change of course by the

. regime. This scems highly unhkd{
< according to Mr, Tang, but be said

that the mood is one of “disaffec-

“tion, of genera] popular discontent”

: althou;h the population manifests
only ' pasmve resistance o the re-
gime”

However, Mr Tang warned (hat
an cexplosion could take place if
“war and misery conunuc " e said
the goal of his “temporary exile”
wos (O organize resistance.
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- Former Vietnam Revolutionary
~ Denounces Communist Regime:

By Thomas Kamm

PARIS, June 27 (IHT) — Truong
Nhu Tang, a founding member of
the Communist-controlled National
Liberation Front of South Vietnam
¢ and the justice minister of the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Govern-
ment, escaped {rom Vietnam last
fall as a simple boat person, feeling
betrayed by the North Vietnamese
Communists and let down by his
" Tormer vomrades.

" Mr. Tang, 57, is, along with
- Houng Vun Hoan, a former mem-

" ber of the Polithyro who defected to

China in 1979, the highest-ranking
- personality to escape from Vietnam
- since the Communist takeover.,
Alms of Moveinent

Now, five years afer the Com-
munists won the war, “liberated”

the South and reunified the coun-’,

try, Mr. Tang denounced them in
an interview 1n Paris, where he has
sought refuge from the “tyranny
and the totalitarianism” of the cur-
rent Vietnamuse regime, which he
labeled “a servant of the Soviet Une
on.” .

Mr. Tang's siatements provide a
striking example of the rift between
South Vietnamese nationalists and
the Communists, who al one time
fought for the same cause.

Mr. Tung joined the Watlonal
Laberation %Tronl to “fight againgt

nam” before unifying the country
“step by step ... on the basis of

ther side™

But this policy, repeatedly em-

the National Liberation Front and

the Vicmrmrsc people,” Mr. Tang
said. i

Truong Nlu Tang
L oo

the American intervention and the
despotism of a corrupt govern-
ment.” He said the Communist-
controlled National Liberation
Front, which became the PRG in
1969, was a nationalist movement
that intended to “build an inde-
pendent, democratic, peaceful, neu-

B L N SN

hud  reggined

readized that the just cause of inde-

phasized in the programs of both ’

“I was’ convinced that once we
independence, it -
would be possible to cooperate with
the Communists in the construction .
of a genuinely de.nocratic society,”
he said, “But they rushed the unfie ©
cation rroccss. As time went by, T

pendence and liberty had been be-
. trayed by the leaders of the Viet- :

namese Communist Party, Instesd |

of a policy of reconciliation and na-

tional comeord, they congucted a

polic
sion.x !

Mr. Tdng believes that this policy’
is motivated solely by ideological *

of vengeance and repres-

- reasons. “We knew that the objecs -
tive of the Communist Party was to «

seize power. But we thought that
they wanfed to seize power in the

- interest of the people and not in the

imnterest of the Communist ideolo-
By

i

l

SR T.,._.. -

! T
tral and prosperous South Viet-

discussions and agreement between
bath zones, without coercion by ei-

the PRG and acknowledged by the °
1973 Paris peace agreements, was
“MNouted by the Communists,” who -
used ahie rapid collapse of the .
Saigon regime in 1975 to “divert for -
its own profit a historic occasion for

1% Patriotism Doubted - - % >

This perception has led national--,
ists like Mr. Tang to doubt the pa-:

. triotism of Vietnamese Commumnsts

and their sincerity durning the years
they supported the National Libers -
ation Front and its military anm,
the Viet Cong. : ;
“The Vietnamese Communists
are professional seducers, full of at-
tenttons when they are oot in pow-
er,” said Mr. Tung, “But once they ¢
held power, they turned into insen-
sitive, ungcateful, cynical and brutal
human beings. o
“1t should be up to the Viet-.
namese people to lind their own

_form of socicty that corresponds

ditically, economically and social-

y 1o the soul of the country, 10 114
state of development. Instead, the.

Commurist Party wants to build a

nition whose ambitions for power
go beyond the material and moral
resources of the country ., [Viet- !
nam} is the Asian Cuba of Soviet ;

expansionism.” C

he Soviet Uninn pours military
aid into Vietnam worth an estimat-
ed 53 million a day. Political ana-
lysts believe that Vietnam is an ex-
cellent investment for the Soviet |
YUnton, giving the Russians the usd »
"of fornier U8, military facilities ug |

7

. well as praviding them with an -,
portunt strategic base in an ares |

where U.S. influence and military .
strength are at a low ebb. ,
But the consequences for Viet-
nam are seen as bolation from the
rest of the world and hostility

“toward Ching.

" tons of stuple foods,

Coeal

<+ Geopalitical *Mistake’
* “Vietnam no longer receives tech-
nical or financia! help, ur even mor-
al support from anyone save the So-
viet Union, and the Soviet Unon
alone cunnot carry Vietnam on its
boack forever,” continved Mr. Tang.
“Morcover, by opposing Ching,
Vietiap has committed a geopoliti-

“cal and historical mistuke, becanse

. nO country van five in g state of hos-
tility toward China, with which
Vietnam is condemned to eternally

. share its border.”

He sces four basic contradictions
facing the Vietnamese Comimunists:

® [Jdeological. Vietnam is punu-
ing a “Muarxist-Leninist braad of
working-ciass Communism” in &
predominuntly peasaat country.

® [conome, “The party has
boasted that it can pass directly
frum a feadal and coloniul sodety
to 8 Conumuanisl one without puass-
ing through a capitalist phase that
would give then the necessary ma-
terial and industrial bases.” He esti-

- mated that Vietnam antually has a

shortfall of between 2 and 3 pullion

o Polticul, “The discrepancy be-
tween the ambitious objectives and
the very linnted means has led the-
leaders (o comuriit sefious strategic
and tactical crrors.” ‘

o Social. Thiz party-state is devel-
oping “a class of corrupt hureay.

© crats that enlarges the gap betweem

the party and the people.”

The pivture that enwrged form
Mr. Tang's description is of a coun-
1ry facing deep economic and pobii-
robletus whose only solution
"~ would be a change of course by the
_regime. This scems highly uniikely,
: aceording o Mr. Tang, but he sad
that the mood s one of “disaffec-
vion, of general pupular discontent™
although the population mamfests
only “passive resistance 10 the re-
gime.”

However, Mr. Tang warned that
an explosion could tuke place if
“war eod misery continue.” He said
the goal of his “tenporary enle”
wus Lo OTganize resstance.,
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In Vietnam’s Gulag,
The Captives Die
A Slow Death

.By. Doan Van Toal

One evening about five years ago [ was
at a concert in Sajgen glven by the Na-
tional Concert Orchestra of North Vietnam.
Suddenly, down the aisie marched Commu-
nist secret police, all carrying guns. They
came up t0 me, and said: “Let’s go out-
side."”

They led me into an office of the thea-
ter. They said: “Are you Mr. Doan Van
Toai?" and I answered; “Yes.” They
didn’t say anything more but forced me to
stand there for about an hour. Later they
took me to police headquarters and said;
“We are arresting you.” 1 asked: “Why
are you arresting me, what have [ done?”
but they only replied: ‘‘The best thing is
for you to think and remember. It is for
you to work out.”

I was taken to a small cell. It was very
dark—the only light coming from a small
hole in the wall through which I could
breathe fresh air. The first night I slent
easily as I was still optimistic because 1
knew I hadn't done anything.

Each day I made a notch on the wall
and soon [ had been there for seven weeks.
My only visiter was another prisoner—a
girl who every morning would bring me a
bowl of rice.

The first day she came I was very hun-
gry and began to gulp the rice down but [
soon realized they must have mixed some
sand with it. It was impossible to eatl.
When they [inally called me for question-
ing | asked the officlal why they had put
sand in my rice. “So you remember what
you have done wrong in the past,” he said,

They made me write an account of my
life and every morning would take me to
their office where the air was very fresh. 1
wrote pages and pages 50 as !0 posipone
the time when 1 wonld once more be shut
up all day fong.

»* * *

- I had first become mvolved in politics
when [ was a pharmacy student at Saigon
University in the 1960s. At that time [ be-
lieved Thieu was head of nothing but a
puppet government in the hands of the
Americans. I became interested in the
struggle for peace at Salgon University
and was elected vice president of the stu-
dent unlon. When the student union presi-
dent was arrested, [ organized student
demonstrations all over Vietnam against
the Thieu government. For this as well as
other activities, I was arrested and impris-
aned many times by that government.

During these years the Natjonal Liber:-
tion kront had approached me to join

them. But I refused, preferring to support
their goals independently through the stu-
dent unjon. At the end of the war in May
1975, I was asked to join the iinance com-
mittee of the provisfonal revolutionary gov-
ernment. I agreed, but in a split over pol-
icy 1 soon resigned. {Although the Comnw-
nists never told me this, I believe that my
resignation was the cause of my arrest.)

After 1 finished my iccount | was taken
to Le Van Duyet prison in the center of
Salgon where [ stayed for over two years.

1 was put in a small cell with 50 others.
People died cvery day through lack of
medical attention and in the evening you
could hear the volces call out: “Warden,
this is roomn number three, someone has
just died.”

1 was worried about my French wife
and three sons and was anxious for them
to leave Vietnam. 1 knew there could be re-
prisals against them and through one of
the prison wardens—a former friend-I

sent a letter to my wife saying not to wait |

for my release but to take the children to
France. And if she had to write a letter to
the authorities denying my existence, then
she must.

When she finally left for France in June
1977, I felt easier. Then I heard the news of
my mother’'s death. She had been denied
medical treatment because she had one
son in prison and another who had jeft with
the Americans. [ was very sad and very
angry and through my friend again sent 2
letter to the chlef of the secret police w
Salgon saying: “You are responsible for
my mother's death. I have now been In
prison for 27 months and I still don't know
what [ have done to oppose the Commu-
nists. If you find out nothing then you must
release me." More important, I had my
friend bribe an Important official.

* * *

Later [ was called to the prison com-
mandant's office and was told 1 wus re-
leased. He said that the government
needed me to cooperate with them. “If we
give you an exit visa you must tell the
West how wonderful everything is here.
And how well we treat our prisoners.” I
agreed with them, but only | knew what I
would really tell the West.

I was given an exit visa but didn't leave
Vietnam immedtately. In prison § had
given up hope for a free Vietnam. I had be-
come very angry and very ashamed to
have ever supported the NLF. I wanted to
get rid of the Communist regime. But then
I salid to mysell: "I think this because 1
have been in prison {or over {wo years. Be-
fore I leave 1 must (ind out if the rest of
the country feels the same way.”

I discovered that everyone hated the re-
gime because they were always hungry
and were even less free than they had been
under Prestden! Thieu. In Vietnaim totay
there are over 800,000 people in prison and
in so-called re-education camps. In Cambo-
dia the polltical prisoners were extermi-
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| nated quickly but in Vietnam they die

slowly.

When [ was released my friends still in
prison asked me to tell the world what is
happening and, if no one will stand up to
the Vietnamese Communists, Lo send them
cyanide to put an end to their agony. ‘Help
us to die quickly,” they said.

In Vietnam nobody dares to protest for
fear of arrest. Feéw people abroad speak
because they fear for the safety of their
famiiies still in Vietnam.

But even if it means the death of mysel{
and my family, I must do something for
the thousands of prisoners who die each
year and the miilions of people who have
to support: the unsupportabie and accept
the unacceptable.

Doan Van Toai is doing reseurch al
Tufts University's Flelcher School of L
and Diplomacy on u booic about Vietnam.
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Dear Mr. Toai:

Thank you for your letter of March 30, 1981, concerning
Mr. Truong Nhu Jgang. T read with interest Mr. Tang's back-
ground and of hlS flight from Vietnam in 1981 to live in
freedom. I noted his trip to China last August and his warm
welcome there, and the fact that he had met Prince Sihanouk
in Peking and exchanged views with him.

I also read your tragic account of your own experiences
in Vietnam. Your long confinement in a Vietnamese prison as
described in the Wall Street Journal should be required
reading for anyoée apologlzlng for the activities of the
regime in Vietnam.

Our policies in Indo-China center on four points:

- Pirst, the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops
from Cambodia;

- Second, genuine independence for both Laos
and Cambodia;

- Third, a reduction of the Soviet influence
in the area; and

~ Fourth, the strengthening of ASEAN and the
preservation of Thai security.

I believe you will find these policies compatible with your
own objectives.

I suggest that you contact the Vietnamese Desk 1n the
Department of State for an exchange of
"he telephone number is: 2Zus-o34-3152.

With every best wish,

™ I R " / V

Richard V. Allén
Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

Mr. Doan Van Toail
Research Associate
The Fletcher School

of Law and Diplomacy
Medford, MA 02155



Dear Mr. Toai:

Thank you for your letter of March .30, 1981, concerning
Mr. Truong Nhu Tang. I read with 1nterest Mr. Tang's back-
ground and of his flight from Vletnam in 1981 to live in
freedom. I noted his trip to China Aast August and his warm
welcome there, and the fact that he‘had met Prince Sihanouk
in Peking and exchanged views with/ him.

I also read your tragic acqé%nt of your own experlences
in Vietnam. Your long confinemént in a Vietnamese prison as
described in the Wall Street qéurnal should be required
readlng for anyone apologlzlné for the activities of the
regime in Vietnam. /

§

,{

Our policies in Indo-¢ghina center on four points:
&

- First, the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops
from Cambod%ﬁ;

- Second, geﬁ%ine independence for both Laos
and Cambo@ia;

- Third, a éeduction of the Soviet influence
in the grea; and

- Fourthf the strengthening of ASEAN and the
preservation of Thai security.

I believe you wiil find these policies compatible with your
own objectives. /

I suggestgthat you contact the Vietnamese Desk in the
Department of :State for an exchange of views on the situation
in Vietnam. The telephone number is: 202-632-3132.

{ () y an es [
o o :
AU"¢% 0“%A7‘44/u%)u2&v) “:;Ei14¢4aw4/é7
_ Respecifalivr- ”/‘) P
y Richard V. Allen

v Assistant to the President

for National Security Affairs

Mr. Doan Van Toail
Research Associate
The Fletcher School

of Law and Diplomacy
Medford, MA 02155
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" MEMORANDUM

- THE WHITE HOVUSE

WASHINGTON

April 21, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR EDWIN MEESE III
FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN

'SUBJECT : Your Response to Letter from a Vietnamese

I am attaching for your approval the draft of a letter to
Mr. Toai, a Vietnamese living in Massachusetts. If you
approve I suggest you sign the letter and send it to Mr. Toai.

My staff has checked with both CIA and State and they both
have received similar letters from Toai. CIA wants nothing
to do with him and says they will not answer his letter.
State is willing to talk to Toai as a source of information
on Vietnam. Both State and CIA believe there is no vitality
in his anti-Communist movement.

I have written Mr. Toail in greater depth. The recommendation
we have from our staff is that this relationship not be
pursued. I concur.



. THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mr. Toai:

Thank you for your letter of March 30, 1981, with
the attachments. Mr. Tang and you do understand

and have described well the brutality of the current
regime in Vietnam. I found your accounts tragic and
relevant.

I have asked Mr. Richard Allen to answer you and he

- will suggest that you contact the Department of State
Vietnam Desk for a full exchange of views on the sit-
uation in Vietnam.

With thanks for your interest and my best wishes for
your enterprise. .

Sincerely,

Edwin Meese III
Counsellor to the President

Mr. Doan Van Toai
Research Associate
The Fletcher School

of Law and Diplomacy
Medford, MA 02155
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April 14, 1981

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD V. *TTT™N

FROM: JIM LILLEY

SUBJECT: Responses to Letters from Vietnamese Toai

I am attaching letters for you and Mr. Meese to send to Mr. Toai.
It is requested that you forward these letters if they meet with
your approval.

I checked with CIA and they received the same kind of letter. CIA
wants nothing to do with these two men and will not answer the
letter.

I contacted State and State also had received the same kind of
letter from Toali. The State Department officer is willing to talk
to Toai as a source of information on Vietnam. State like CIA
believes there is no vitality in their anti-Communist movement.

The advice from CIA and State is for us not to get involved with
these men and I accept that advice. State will handle it for us.

This is the second version incorporating your corrections.






JANET COLSON

BUD NANCE

DICK ALLEN

IRENE DERUS

JANET COLSON

BUD NANCE

KAY

CY TO VP

CY TO MEESE

CY TO BAKER

CY TO DEAVER

CY TO BRADY

1987
add or—

SHOW

SHOW

SHOW

SHOW

SHOW















MEDFORD

. (617)628-5000

Doan Van Toai
Research Associate
The Fletcher School
of Law & Diplomacy
Medford, MA. 02155

TUFTS UNIVERSITY MASSACHUSE TS 3155
THE FLETCHER SCHOOCL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY
Administered with the cocperation of Harvard University

March 30, 1981

Mr. Edwin Meese

Counselor to the President
The White House

1600 Pannsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Edwin Meese:

I am taking the liberty to send you this letter on behalf of Mr.
Truong Nhu Tang, who was a founder of the National Liberation Front
of South Vietnam, and also the Justice Minister of the Provisional
Revolutionary Government. He escaped from Vietnam in 1980, and now
lives in Paris.

Mr. Tang and a group of the Vietnamese refugees have recently formed
the National Salvation Council of Vietnam fighting against the present
communist regime and set up a new real democratic, free regime. Mr.
Truong Nhu Tang has total support of the Chinese Government. He
visited China last August and vas warmly welcomed by the new Chinese
Prime Minister. But our new struggle against the Commmists will not
be successful unless we have the coopsration of the U.S.A. - the
leader of the Free World.

I believed that the U.S.A. has to act the new role to support the
new revolution fighting against the Communist totalarian regimes.
Because, in the recent history of the world, the Commmist has mono-
polized the right of acting revolution fighting against the non-
corrumnist regimes,

Mr. Truong Nhu Tang asked me to convey his wish that he would like
to see any responsible personality of the U.S. Administration to
display more about the National Salvation Council and to ask for the
help from the U.S.A.

Moreover, I believe that Truong Nhu Tang is one of few worthy witness
who would tell you much about the Soviet expansionism in South East
Asia and about the Vietnamese Commmist ambitions in the area. The
clever usage of Truong Nhu Tang's witness is very effectiwely against
the Soviet Union and it is helpful to "educate" public opinion about
the Soviet dangers.

P S

Cable: FLETCHER _ TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128



MEDFORD

(617)628-5C00

TUFTS UNIVERSITY MASSACRUSETTS (2108
THE FLETCHER SCHOOL OF LAW AND DIPLOMACY
Acministered with tne czcperation of Marvard Univers:ty

I am the author of the "Vietnaamse Gulag" and am now doing research at
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy about the Viethamese Commmnists.
As a representative of Mr. Trucng Nhu Tang and a full representative of
the National Salvation Cowncil, I would be very happy to see vour
assistant to discuss further details, especially about the meeting between
you and Truong Nhu Tang. I am very happy to enclose here copies of some
International Press about my activities and Truong Nhu Tang's activities.

Please believe that our relationship will be kept in secret if it is
your wish.

I hope 10 receive from you soon.

Respectfully yours,

ﬂm Ve fm“

Doan Van Toail
(617) 396-6932"°

Cable: FLETCHER ) TELEX/TWX: 710-328-1128



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FROM: MICHAEL K. DEAVER
Assistant to the President
Deputy Chief of Staff
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