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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

June 30, 1981 /iRZD bj?
Mr. Michael Deaver 4/0//7
Special Assistant to (/ r;r F‘

the President A BB EL

The White House
Washington, DC 20500 Date 4/ /J/
[\

Dear Mike:

GJ

I have set the hearings for the
Judiciary Committee on the nomination of
Judge O'Connor to the Supreme Court for
P September 9, 10, and 11. I know Judge
\4¢Arg10'Con appreciate Mrs. Reagan
" foming to one of the hearings.

Enclosed is a copy of the letter
my wife, Nancy, wrote Elaine Crispen
in regards to the visit by our First Lady.

Let us know what we can do to
facilitate Mrs. Reagan's visit.

With warm regards, ] ,////

THE WHITE HOUSE
. WASHINGTON
Sincerely,

9/15/81
Strom Thurmond 1Oz Greg Newell
ST/t - |
FYI
-
/&/A>Mg 7 ;T7TELAYVV‘OWCi This was regretté;/; couple
of weeks ago.

Elaine
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the President

Please prepare draft for
Elizabeth Dole's signature
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opinion that certain amendments which Mrs. O'Connor proposed weakened S.B. 1.

In her own defense, Mrs. O'Connor stated "The amendments I have proposed are my
own amendments because they represent my own thinking and judgment. I am in the
Legislature-—~not my husband. I have made and intend to continue to make my own
judgments on lerislative matters."

Property Tax

Mrs. O'Connor has extensive land ownings in the southeast corner of the
state. In 1973, she voted for a bill (H.B. 2311) providing for reduction of
property tax that otherwise would be due for the taxable year 1973.

N

A WOMAN FOR ALL SEASONS

President Reagan has called Judge O'Conner "a woman for all seasons." If
that means that she straddles an ideological fence, Reagan is correct. 0'Connor
has cast votes that should anger liberals as well as conservatives.

Conservatives disapprove of her record on abortion, the ERA, pornography,
criminal justice, and growth of government.

Liberals should be angered by her support of an anti-gun control resolution
(SM 1001, 1974), 'a voluatary school prayer memorial (HCR 2009, 1972), an
anti-busing memorial (SCR 1001, 1972), and a bill to prohibit labor unions from
contributing to political campaigns (HB 2122, 1973).



14 September 1981

Dear Mr. Menefee:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding
the President's appointment of Judge Sandra
O'Connor to be an Associate Justice to the
Supreme Court. P ‘

The President chose Judge O'Connor because
of her distinguished judicial career after
careful evaluation and an investigation

, conducted by the Attorney General. The

g President personally met and interviewed

? . _Judge O'Connor and is convinced she shares
- his views on social issues. You will find,
after careful review, that some misleading
statements have been made about her distin-
guished career. Please know that I will
always be most interested in your comments
and thoughts.

Sincerely,

EDWIN MEESE III
Counsellor to the President

Mr. Jayxkcuefee
Chairman of the Board
« BICRON Corporation
12345 Kinsman Road
Newbury, OH 44065

cc: Ed Meese
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14 September 1981

Dear Mrs. Chambers:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding
the President's appointment of Judge Sandra
O'Connor to be an Associate Justice

resident personally met and interviewed
Judge/C'Connor and is convinced she shares
his ¥iews on social issues. You will find,
tér careful review, that some misleading
statements have been made about her distin-
guished career. Please know that I will

always be most interested in your comments
and thoughts.

Sincerely,

EDWIN MEESE III
Counsellor to the President

%
Mrs. Mildred Chaambers
Apartment 211
8701 Fourth Street, Horth
St. Petersburg, FL 33702

v ecec: Ed Meese

EM:EWT:emu
EM=-25
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Sept. ,-l», 1981

Edwin Meese ITI
Counsellor to the President
Washington D. C, 20000

Dear Mr. Meese,

The nomination of Judge Sandra O'Connor to the Supreme Court is pure and simple
affirmative action. The color of a person's skin - be it black or white or red or
green or whether a person is male or female should not be the deciding factor in nom-
inating a judge to the supreme court or any court in this land., It is high time we
have a woman on the Supreme Court but there are hundreds and even thousands of men
who are more qualified than Judge O'Connor.

If all the judges on the Supreme Court were women, would you nominate a man just
because he was a man? I believe that he would have to have the same qualifications
including experience that the women have.

Let me list the experience prior to their nomingtion of those Justices currently
sitting on the high bench. Justice Powell had 277y years experience, Justice lhurgood
Marshall 28 years, Justice Blackman 27 years, Justice White 2l years, Justice Stevens
21 years, Justice Burger 22 years, Justice Brennan 18 years, Justice ikehnquist 17 years,
and retiring Justice Stewart 13 years.

In sharp contrast, Judge O'Connor's experience is definitely limited. Judge
0'Connor has only 6 years of small town law practice, she served 6 years in the
Arizona State Senate (this service is irrevelant to qualifications as a judge), L4 years
experience as a county judge, and 18 months on the state intermediate court. It is
evident that politics and not experience determined the selection of Judge O'Connor.

ltecent Supreme Court decisions have hinged more on personal philosophy than the
constitution. No other court WAS EVER ABIE to find a specific "Right to Privacy" in
the constitution that would allow women to kill their unborn babies, because the right
isn't there.

In addition to other valid arguments pertaining to Judge O'Connor's judiciary
philosophy, her lack of experience raises perhaps even greater questions about her
fitness to serve for life on the nation's highest court.

We can only imagine the outcry from liberals and feminists had Mrs. O'Connor pre-
sented a strong pro-life record and opposed the ERA. If she had a questionable back-
ground on racial issues, can we imagine that civil rights groups would say nothing?
If the Moral Majority had been pleased with her nomination, instead of raising ques-
tions, would she then have had the endorsement of the NOW organization or Senators
Ted Kennedy or Alan Cranston who NEVER EVER voted against abortion.

The Senate Judiciary Committee needs to consider Mrs. O'Connor's personal and
Judicial philosophy as well as her light experience before taking the irreversible
action to confirm her for 1life to the Supreme Court.

A concerned American,

a}mzd ‘77g/4/ /[Lk/é ( l/g/ Ly}\,('\&w

Mrs. Mildred Chambers
8701 4th St. N. # 211
St. Petersburg, FL 33702




“ 14 September 1981

Dear Mrs. Myers: '

Thank you for your recent lotter%rogardiag
the President's appointment of Judge Sandra
’O'COunor to be an Associate Justice to

distinguished judicial career after
evaluation and an investigation
conducfed by the Attorney General. The
Presidgnt personally met and interviewed
Jud g*Connor and is convinced she shares
M sws on social issues. You will find,

) careful review, that some misleading
statements have been made about her distine
guished career. Please know that I will
always be most interested in your comments
and thoughts.

Sincerely,

EDWIN MEESE III
Counsellor to the President

4

%

Mrs. Russel A. Myers
2016 Wilshire Boulevard
Fort Worth, TX 76110

ce: Ed Meese
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: e 9/3/81
Dear Mr. Meese:

Is the President aware that an inquiry made
by the New York Times (Times, July 12 ) disclosed
thatiMrs. O'Connor, in surveys made by the Ari-
zona Bar Association, received extremely poor
ratings in 1976, 1978 and 1980, and that during
her term in the State Senate she was involved
in conflict of interest voting? I cannot believe
that he wants anyone with that record on the
Supreme Court.

\n féncere%%ng?urs

i o

) o (Reared A . >
e e, (2016 Wilshire BIW
% W\ Fort Worth, Texas 76110
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17 September 1981

Dear Mrs. Hoste:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding
the President's appointment of Judge Sandra
O*'Connor to be an Associate Justice fo

eme Court.

The\President chose Judge 0'Connor because

of hgr distinguished judicial career after

care evaluation and an investigation

conduqted by the Attorney General. The

President personally met and interviewed

" Judge [0'Connor and is convinced she shares

(/ his views on social issues. You will find,

af careful review, that some misleading
statements have been made about her distin-
guished career. Please know that I will
always be most interested in your comments
and thoughts.

Sineerely,

EDWIN MEESE III
Counsellor to the President

v(-
Mrs. John Hoste
34350 Maple Lane
Sterling Feights, MI 48077

 cc: Ed Meese
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Sept. 7, 1981

I do hope, - from all the reading I have done,
. about Judge O'Connor for Justice - that she is

- not confirmed. Too riskvs Her history of decisims.

) Lq Her record is just not in her favor. There are
¢ Others better qualified judicklly. Judge James
, Ryan of Michigan's Supreme Court, for example,
ég}: or Judge Phillip Pratt, Federal Court, Detroit.
L\ Who said the new appointee must be a woman?

A mistake here could be worse than jt. appears toc be
before it- _been eommithed ] The trust given to the
President by his supporters - and I am and have been
one all along - could be seriously impaired if an
unfortunate decision is made, when he, all during
his campaign has spoken out so plainly in behalf of

the h 1 less unborn infants, If trust would go
his whole program could suffer. szmijnw ; N4£':

(o wm\w lo )



September 16, 1981

Dear Mr, Siegel:

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your
thoughtful message.

It was good of you to make your wishes known regarding the
President's appointment of Judge Sandra O'Connor to an
Associate Justice to the Supreme Court.

After careful evaluation and an investigation conducted

by the Attorney General, the President ch¢se Judge O'Connor
because of her distinguished judicial carger. The President
personally met and interviewed Judge O'Cgnnor and is con-
vinced she shares his views es. Your support in
the matter of her appointmen much appreciated.

The President was also happy to have your comments regarding
his service as Governor of California. Such statements as
yours are most heartening to the President, as he looks back
with fond memories on his davs in Sacramento.

We are returning your enclosure because the White House is
prohibited from accepting monetarv items. Please be assured
that your thoughtfulness is deeply appreciated, however.

The President is grateful to know of your friendship, and he
sends you his best wishes.

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Director of Correspondence

Mr. Beﬂ/Siegel
3232 Corby Avenue
Camarillo, CA 93010

AACLOSURE: Monetary item, returned
AVH:SRH:SEV:Lim-4
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Dear Mr. Siegel:

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your

thoughtful message -

It was good of you to make your views known regarding the Presi- )
f

dent's appointment of Judge Sandra O'Connor to be an As te Justice to the {

|
Supreme Court. { i
|

/Z%e President chose Judge O' Connor because of her distinguishaJ& -7 Z;i/?

career,/after careful evaluation and an investigation conductei;;:EEE:> <\

Resiocrkexeskes Your support in the matter of her appointment is aksm very much ap-

preciated.

4

EWES . .
The President was also happy to hear—ef your comments regarding his

service as Governor of California. Such statements as yours are most heartening to the
il

President, as he looks back on his days in Sacramentéyﬁith fond nEnorie§;:r

- - S e A e e

We are returning your enclosure because
the White House is prohibited from-ac-
Wdﬁ cepting monetary items. _Please be.
#b assured that your thoughtfulness is
(¢ deeply appreciated, however.

The Pre;ident is grateful to know of
your friendship, and he sends you his
best wishes. ' '

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Director of Correspondence

(7/27/81)

Enclosure: netary item, ret'd.
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July 9, 1981

Dear Mr. President:

My wife and I wish to express our delight in the nom-
ination of Judge O'Connor to the Supreme Court. There
is no doubt in our minds that you will disregard the
orchestrated reactions of some of the people who have
uhderestimated your personal and political integrity.

When you were Governor of California, I had the rare
experience of observing the same phenomenon at the
Camarillo State Hospital., You visited the facility
where I was Chief Psychologist to defend budget cuts
at a meeting of the powerful lobby for the mentally
retarded, Press coverage was hostile, as exemplified
by the labeling of the hospital's medical director
the "Little Green Giant" for painting the gress green.
I was in the audience that crowded in the small cone
ference room, listening to a number of influential
speakers criticizing your proposals. During their
presentations your only observable behavior was making
notes on 3x5 cards., When the time came for your re-
sponse, you spoke quietly and forcefully enough to
evoke a spontaneous burst of applause from all of us,
apparently in recognition of an extraordinary and
totally unexpected intellectual feat. Although this
occurred years ago, the recollection is still very
vivid in my mind.

I also wish to take the opportunity of expressing our
appreciation of the work that Mrs, Reagan is doing. I
Suppose that the public is also unaware of the enduring
interest of Mrs. Reagan in the mental heglth field. I
am referring the Foster Grandparent program, truly one
of the most suﬁcessful projects of its kind., We are
enclosing a contribution as a token of our support for
her endeavors.

Sincerely,

Ben?iéiézﬁzéld





